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The Erie Downtown Partnership would like to thank all of our wonderful sponsors who made our Summer Event Series this year one of the most popular yet! We are proud to announce that because of the generosity of our sponsors, not one dollar from our yearly assessments is put towards any aspect of events, we have been very fortunate to have all costs supplemented. This year we would like to recognize the following organizations; Erie Beer for fully sponsoring Block Parties and also working with our organization through the year long process. Glenwood Beer for partially funding Buggin State and Bike Nights, Burger King for sponsorship of Bike Nights and Rick Weaver Buick Pontiac and McQuillen for sponsorship of Buggin State. Without sponsors our events may not happen or may be limited in their numbers, our goal is to keep these events 100% sponsor funded in order to put assessment dollars into different programs such as facades, green space, grant funding, safety, cleanliness of our downtown and much more.   If you are interested in sponsorship or involvement in any events pl ease contact our office, Block Party applications will be sent out via email to all members towards the end of November. If your email has changed or 
you are not sure if you are a member please let us know, we would be 
happy to assist you! Again thank you to all of our sponsors, who even during these difficult economic times see the benefit in these events and our downtown.     

Thank you Summer Event Sponsors!  Inside this issue: 

 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year… It is hard to believe but fast approaching our downtown is one of the most successful events of the year, in just a few short months Downtown d’LIGHTS will once again kick off the 2009 Downtown Holiday Season! This year proves to be another great success with many old activities and hopefully some new ones too. If you are interested in receiving any sponsorship information please contact Brenda Sandberg or Julie Ross at 814-455-3743. Sponsorships play a major role in the event itself and without the wonderful support of our members; this event would not be possible. 
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Block Parties are one of the most popular summer events in 
Erie, but they are more than just an opportunity to dance in 
the streets and listen to great music. This year the block party 
events raised over $14,000 for local charities, despite the 
weather, attendance and economic times, 2009 events rose 
over $6,000 more than the previous year. Activates at the 
events, such as sales of beads, t-shirts, or Chinese auction 
tickets along with public art projects were all contributors to 
the money raised. We would like to thank all who attended the 
events & participated along with our host establishments. 
Below are the donations we would like to recognize:  
   
Nelson’s, Papa Georges & Urraro Gallery  
Make a Wish, $920.00 
 
Plymouth, Chido’s Dry Cleaners, Michael’s Car Care, Citizens 
Bank & Erie Community Credit Union     
Ind. Council on Aging, $2500.00 
 
Slugger’s, SeaWolves & The Peanut Shop  
MECA , $1300.00 
 
Scully’s Pub, Ye Olde Sweet Shoppe, Charisma Salon & DeLuca’s 
SafeNet, $3100.00 
 
Cellblock, Army Recruiters, SeaWolves, BayHawks & 12 O’ One 
MECA , $1800.00  
 
BrewErie at Union Station, WSEE & Logistics Plus   
MS Society, $400.00 
 
Juniors Last Laugh, The Peanut Shop & Ye Olde Sweet Shoppe 
Vietnam Vets, $500.00 
 
Park Place       
Therapy Dogs United, $2055.00 
 
Skeeter’s & BayHawks     
YMCA Strong Kids, $500.00 
 
Nicky’s Pub, Docksider’s & Fisher Jewelers   
United Way of Erie, $1026.00 
 
Erie Downtown Buggin State events also donated over 229 
pounds of food in support of the Second Harvest Food Bank of 
NW PA. If you are interested in being a part of any Erie 
Downtown Events please contact our office at 455-3743!  
 

Erie Downtown Partnership Summer Events go above 
and beyond in charity donations for 2009 

 

 
“We (SafeNet) were 
able to raise 
$3,100.00 in cash 
and donations. Tom 
Scully and his staff, 
along with the set 
up crew from Erie 
Downtown were 
wonderful to work 
with.” 
 

Rick Liebel 
SafeNet 



Mark your calendars!! The Erie Downtown Partnership Quarterly General 
Membership Meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 11th from 12-
1:30 pm, location is Molly Brannigan’s lower back room. This meeting will 
inform members on the happenings of the last 6 months and future goals of 
the organization. Also at this meeting, new 2010 Board Members will be 
voted on. We currently have a ballot that will be distributed at the meeting, 
the member on the ballot to receive the most membership votes will be the 
member appointed board seat for the 2010 year. Please join us for lunch and 
share your ideas of what we can do to help out your business! RSVP no later 
than Tuesday, November 3rd at 4:00 pm so we are sure to have enough food 
and beverages to accommodate all attendees, we cannot guarantee members 
who do not RSVP lunch. To RSVP please email Julie.ross@eriedowntown.com 
or call 814-455-3743. We hope to see many of you there!! 

ü EDP General Membership Meeting 

On October 9th the Erie 
Metropolitan Transit Authority 
launched a state-of-the-art 
technology program at the 
Hamot Medical Center and Erie 
Convention Center. 
 
This new program, Trolley 
Tracker, allows passengers to 
view real time departure and 
arrival information while 
waiting for EMTA’s Bayliner 
Trolleys. New technologies 
provide EMTA with the ability 
to display and announce public 
service messages through the 
signs and the website.  Riders 
now have real time information 
as part of a sweeping $476,987 
technology upgrade funded by 
discretionary state capital 
funding. This program puts 
EMTA on a technology par with 
some of the largest transit 
systems in the country. 

 
The system, implemented by 
EMTA, is focused on the 
customer. With a visit to 
www.emtaerie.com riders can 
obtain real time information 
about their trips.  By accessing 
EMTA’s web site, passengers 
can select a map of a specific 
route that allows them to view 
where the bus is at that 
moment.  Simply clicking on a 
trolley will allow customers to 

 EMTA unveils new Trolley Tracking Technology 

see if it is running on time, or 
they can click on a stop to see 
the next three departure times of 
the route from that stop. 
Customers also can coordinate 
and plan future trips. 

The system, which is based on a 
private wireless 
communications infrastructure, 
provides coordinated trolley 
tracking ability that affords real-
time departure information, 
making it easy for passengers to 
know when the next trolley will 
arrive at their location. 

There is a Real-Time Mapping 
LCD Monitor located in the 
main lobbies of the Hamot 
Medical Center and the Erie 
Convention Center. This high-
traffic location is perfect for 
riders to view where the 
Bayliner Trolleys are at that 
very moment. This will allow 
riders to simply walk out to the 
trolley as it arrives as opposed 
to standing outside waiting for it 
to come. This new system 
provides the rider with more 
flexibility and allows for better 
time management. 

Maps are updated every thirty 
seconds plus any time a bus 

departs a scheduled stop. The 
system also features public 
messaging capabilities, allowing 
EMTA to post information on 
Bayliner Trolley service 
disruptions or other noteworthy 
messages to our riders. 
Passengers can also select a bus 
stop to determine the estimated 
arrival time for the next bus due 
at that location, which allows 
them to better ordinate and plan 
future trips. 

“Providing the actual time of 
trolleys at selected stops with 
the LCD Monitor located at the 
Hamot Medical Center and the 
Erie Convention Center along 
with the enhanced features on 
the website provides 
information to passengers to 
improve trip-making decisions,” 
says Dennis G. Solensky, 
EMTA Executive Director. 
“This system allows EMTA to 
make better decisions by using 
advanced technology to collect, 
process and distribute 
information to our riders, 
dispatchers and operators.” 

The EDP would like to 
congratulate and thank EMTA 
for providing our members and 
visitors with state of the art 
technology! 
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